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I.   GENERAL INFORMATION    

Course Title   LITERATURE & WRITING   

Course Code and Number      GEEN 2312   

Credits   3   

Academic Term   AUGUST 2022  

Instructor    DR. MELINDA MAXWELL  

Office Location and Hours   Humanistic Studies - Department of Modern  

Languages – 6th floor  

Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. or Online by 

appointment  

E-mail:     mmaxwell@intermetro.edu  

      

  I.   DESCRIPTION     

Study of culturally and historically diverse literature through readings in fiction, drama, and 

poetry. Students will write essays presenting critical readings of literary texts. Prerequisite:  

GEEN 2311. Required course.   

   

II.   GOALS, COMPETENCIES AND AREAS OF COMPETENCY   

Goal I: Develop a humanistic and sensitive person capable of contributing to the solution 
of problems through a collaborative attitude, using research, creative, and innovative 
thought in an international context.   

Competence #1: Demonstrate a critical, creative, scientific, humanistic, ethical, and 
aesthetic attitude based on information literacy and geared toward problem-solving. 
Information Literacy will help to sensitize students to the need to develop a metacognitive 
approach to learning, making them conscious of the explicit actions required for gathering, 
analyzing, and using information.    

Competence #2:  Demonstrate willingness and ability to participate in collaborative work 

and negotiation.   

Areas of competencies:   

• Creative problem-solving & critical thought     

• Information literacy   

• Aesthetic value & ethical awareness    



Goal II: Develop a person with communicative competency in English.   

Competence #3: Demonstrate competency in oral and written communication.   

Area of competencies:   

  •  Communicative competence in English   

Goal III: Develop a person who values diversity, multicultural differences, social, ethical, 

civic, and environmental responsibility and can demonstrate leadership within a 

democratic context.   

Competence #4: Demonstrate leadership qualities, appreciation of other cultures, and 
respect and value diversity.   

Areas of competencies:   

  •  Value multiculturalism and diversity   

   

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES    

1. Discover how relating literature to personal experience leads to its understanding and 

enjoyment.    

2. Evaluate and argue in writing ideas encountered in the readings.    

3. Analyze literature to foster the development of social and cultural awareness.    

4. Identify the various literary genres.   

5. Analyze and discuss short stories using the following literary terms: character, structure, point 

of view, symbol, imagery, theme, setting and atmosphere.   

6. Analyze and discuss poetry with attention to figurative language, diction, tone, and voice.   

7. Discuss plays with attention to elements of drama such as: character, theme, plot, and setting.    

8. Write paragraphs and essays in response to literary works.    

9. Recognize the importance of literature to the individual and to society.    

IV.  WRITING COMPETENCIES    

1. Use various prewriting techniques, including brainstorming, freewriting, clustering, and 

selecting       and limiting subjects to develop original ideas for writing about literature.   

2. Develop sound introductory paragraphs, including thesis statements that capture the reader’s       

interest and concluding sentences and paragraphs that bring essay to a satisfying finish.   

3. Apply rhetorical rules in writing essays as you consider the needs of the audience.   

4. Write clear and distinct arguments that go beyond a summary and include original or creative        

insights.   



5. Use appropriate grammatical structures, vocabulary, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.   

6    Revise, edit, and proofread using the suggestions and feedback of the professor.   

7. Give proper credit for sources used as examples and illustrations in your writing assignments.    

8. Employ reflective writing techniques to further explore ideas encountered in literature.   

9. Write about issues raised in literary works to enhance comprehension and appreciation.   

  

V. READING COMPETENCIES   

1. Analyze and evaluate selected readings integrating students’ prior knowledge.    

2. Study the author’s use of literary devices (e.g., sensory imagery, figurative language, etc.).   

3. Learn to identify the work’s central idea, as well as the values the author is expressing.    

   

VI. INFORMATION LITERACY COMPETENCIES   

1. Develop Information Literacy strategies to locate sources and enhance assignments.   

2. Distinguish credible from non-credible sources of information when conducting research.   

   

VII. INTERDISCIPLINARY COMPETENCIES   

1. Integrate interdisciplinary connections and reflections into written activities.   

2. Examine the challenges and opportunities of online education in the 21st century.   

   

VII. COURSE CONTENT    

1. Introduction to literature   

A. Defining literary genres    

B. Responding actively to literature   

C. Literary Terms    

   

2. Short story    

A. Defining the short story    

B. Identifying elements of the short story    

• Plot and structure    

• Characters    

• Point of view    

• Setting and atmosphere    

• Tone and style    

• Symbolism and imagery   

• Theme    

   



3. Drama    

A. Defining drama    

B. Types of drama: tragedy, comedy, modern    

C. Interpreting drama    

• Characters   

• Conflict     

• Structure and plot   

• Action   

• Theme    

• Staging and audience    

4. Poetry   

A. Elements of poems   

B. The speaker and the poet: voice and persona   

C. The language of poetry: figurative language, diction and tone   

   

VIII. ACTIVITIES    

1. Explore ideas and shape thoughts for writing on the literary works presented.   

2. Watch films to further reflect on the literary works and the authors’ lives.   

3. Interact with peers through the forums to develop a writing community that fosters cooperation       

and the expression of ideas.    

4. Search for information on the literary works and read biographies of the authors.             

5. Read and analyze short stories, poems, and plays.    

6. Write reader-response and literary analysis paragraphs and essays.   

7. Participate in the Wiki pages.   

   

IX. EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT    

Assessments:   Weight of Final 

Grade   

Midterm   

   

10 %   

Quizzes    

   

40 %   

Writing Assignments, Wiki & Discussion Forums   

   

50 %   

Final Grade   

   

100   

   
   

   



IX. SPECIAL NOTES    

A. Auxiliary services or special needs      

Any student who requires auxiliary services or special assistance should request it when courses 

begin or as soon as the student becomes aware that the services are needed. The person to 

contact is Professional Counselor, Dr. Maria de los Angeles Cabello. She can be reached by 

phone at (787) 250-1912, extension 2306, or by email at mcabello@metro.inter.edu. Her office 

is located on the 4th floor in the Science and Technology Department.  

B. Honesty, fraud and plagiarism   

Dishonesty, fraud, or plagiarism committed by a student constitutes a major violation of the 

General Student Regulations and can result in sanctions ranging from a written reprimand to 

suspension for a predetermined period of a year or more or permanent expulsion from the 

university, among other sanctions.   

C. Use of electronic devices   

Cellular telephones and any other electronic device that could interrupt the teaching-learning 

process or disrupt a milieu favorable for academic excellence will be deactivated. Critical 

situations will be dealt with in an appropriate manner. The use of electronic devices that permit 

the accessing, storing, or sending of data during tests or examinations is prohibited.   

D. Compliance with the Provisions of Title IX   

The Federal Higher Education Act, as amended, prohibits discrimination because of sex in any 

academic, educational, extracurricular, and athletic activity or in any other program or function, 

sponsored or controlled by a higher education institution, whether it is conducted within or 

outside the property of the institution, if the institution receives federal funds.   

   
In harmony with the current federal regulation, in our academic unit an Assistant Coordinator of 

Title IX has been designated to aid and orientation in relation to any alleged incident constituting 

discrimination because of sex or gender, sexual harassment or sexual aggression. The Assistant 

Coordinator George Rivera can be reached by phone at (787) 250-1912, extension 2262, or by 

e-mail grivera@metro.inter.edu.   

  
The Normative Document titled Norms and Procedures to Deal with Alleged Violations of 

the Provisions of Title IX is the document that contains the institutional rules to direct any 

complaint that appears to be this type of allegation.This document is available in the Web site of 

Inter American University of Puerto Rico (www.inter.edu)   

    

XII. EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES    

Textbook: All the reading material and/or the links to the material are included here on Blackboard; 

students should make digital or hard copies to be able to study and quote directly when writing the 

paragraphs, essays, and answering the discussion questions of the writing assignments.     

 

   

   

   

mailto:mcabello@metro.inter.edu
http://www.inter.edu/
http://www.inter.edu/
http://www.inter.edu/


XIII. Audiovisual Resources (Available from Inter American University) Angelou, Maya  I 

Know Why the Caged Bird Sings [video recording] Carroll, Diahann.    

Aguadilla PS3551.N464 I55 1993    

Arecibo PS3551.N464 I55    

Chopin, Kate   

Metropolitano    

Five Stories of an Hour [video recording] PS1294.C63 F58 1992 1992    

The Joy that Kills [video recording] PS1204.C63 J68 1984  

Hawthorne, Nathaniel    

Nathaniel Hawthorne's Young Goodman Brown [video recording] George, Peter. 2004    

Metropolitano PS1872 .Y63 Y64 2004 DVD    

Nathaniel Hawthorne's Rappaccini's Daughter [video recording] Skaggs, Calvin2001  

Aguadilla PS1872 .R36 2005 2005    

Jackson, Shirley   

 Literature [video recording] : The Story Beyond InsightMedia. 1978   Barranquitas PN81 

.L5 1978 VHS/UMATIC   

  

Joyce, James    

     A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man [video recording]  Bayamon 

VC 650 1977    

   

 Olsen, Tillie    

 I Stand Here Ironing & An Interview with Tillie Olsen [video recording]   Metro 

PN1995.9 .E96 I58 2006 PT.1    

Perkins Gilman, Charlotte    

The Yellow Wallpaper [video recording] Clive, John. 2004   Metro 

PS1744.G57 Y45 2004 DVD    

   

Poe, Edgar Allan   

     The Cask of Amontillado [video recording] Vavalli, Mario. 2004   Metro 

PS2619 .C35 2004 2004 DVD    

Shakespeare, William    

     Hamlet [video recording] Jacobi, Derek.1980    

San German Copias VC238 HA PT.1    

VHS/UMATIC    

Hamlet [video recording] Almereyda, Michael. 2001    

PR2807 .A23 2001 1 DVD AV    

Romeo and Juliet [video recording] Zeffirelli, Franco. 1980    

Guayama    

PR2831.A2 W47 1980 1 VHS    

Ponce    

PR2831.A2 W47 1980 1 VHS    

 



Updike, John    

A & P [video recording] Updike, John.    

Metropolitano PN1997 .A2326 2004    

Walker, Alice    

Everyday Use [video recording] Schwartz, Bruce R.    

Aguadilla PS3563 .O8749 E94 2003 DVD    

Alice Walker [video recording] : Stitches in Time : An Interview. White, Evelyn C.  Aguadilla 

PS3573 .A425 Z464 2004 DVD    

   

XIV. BIBLIOGRAPHY    

Barnet, Sylvan, William Burto, William E. Cain, and Cheryl Nixon. Literature for Composition,   

11th edition. Pearson, 2017.    

Delbanco, Nicholas and Alan Cheuse. Literature: Craft & Voice, 2nd ed. Vol. 1-3: Fiction, Poetry, 

and Drama. McGraw-Hill, 2012.    

DiYanni, Robert. Literature: Approaches to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama, 2nd ed. McGraw-Hill,   

2006.   

Guerin, Wilfred l., Earle Labor, Lee Morgan, Jeanne C. Reeseman, and John R. Willingham. A   

Handbook of Critical Approaches, 6th ed. Oxford UP, 2010.   

 Meyer, Michael. The Compact Bedford Introduction to Literature: Reading, Thinking, Writing,   

10th ed. Bedford/St Martin’s, 2014.    

Roberts, Edgar V. Writing about Literature, 13th ed. Prentice/Pearson, 2011.    

X.  ON-LINE SITES    

Bartleby   http://www.bartleby.com/    

Bibliomania   http://www.bibliomania.com/    

Biography Online   

https://www.biographyonline.net/writers.html   

  

English Literature on the Web   http://www.lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~matsuoka/EngLit.html    

 

Films on Demand  English and Language  

Arts   

http://www.metro.inter.edu/cai/index.asp    
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Grammar Bytes http://www.chompchomp.com/   

 

Introduction to Modern Literary Theory http://www.kristisiegel.com/theory.htm   

   
Literature Collection- Free Literature Online  http://www.literaturecollection.com/    

The Literature Network  http://www.online-literature.com/    

Literary Analysis  https://www.roanestate.edu/owl/elementslit.html   

   

Literary Devices  http://literary-devices.com/   

   

Merriam-Webster Dictionary   

https://www.merriam-webster.com/   

   

MitOpenCourseWare  http://ocw.mit.edu/courses/literature/    

Ojos Virtual Gallery  

http://latino.si.edu/virtualgallery/ojos/OJOSmainMenu.html   

   

Open Library  https://openlibrary.org/   

   

Open Culture http://www.openculture.com/   

   

Purdue Online Writing Lab-Grammar  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/5/   

                                                                                                               

   

   

Revised: Prof. Almansa.April.2018 
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